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 The following comparison has been created to identify and compare major revenue sources 
for the ten most populated cities in Virginia.  The sources of revenue used in this comparison are 
taxes and fees that are determined and implemented at the local level.  To enhance this study, an 
attempt has been made to convert various tax rates into hypothetical tax payments, which residents 
or commercial businesses would be required to pay. 
 
 A brief comparison of these requirements eliminates important elements concerning the 
costs of living in one city versus another.  The amount of taxes paid to a local government is a 
factor not only of demography, the quality of services and the varying costs of services in different 
areas of the State, but most importantly of the number of services provided publicly.  Many basic 
services such as water and sewage treatment, refuse collection, and street lighting may be 
administered by the local government, a separate government district, or in some cases, a private 
entity.  This analysis, unfortunately, does not take into account these differences across localities.  
To do so would require an in-depth study of the practices of each local government, which cannot 
be attempted in the following pages. 
 

What this study attempts to do is make a comparison of the basic tax rates charged to 
citizens and business organizations.  These are the most consistent taxes found throughout Virginia 
cities as well as the majority of local revenue collected.  The following tax rates contained in this 
study are from Fiscal Year 2004.   

 
The following is a list of tax rates contained in this report (in the order they appear): 

 
* Real Property Tax     * Cable Tax 
* Personal Property Tax    * Cigarette Tax 
* Residential Utility Tax    * Emergency -911 Rate 
 Electric     * Hotel and Motel Lodging Tax 
 Gas      * Landfill Tipping Fee 
 Telephone     * Machinery and Tools Tax 
* Commercial Utility Tax    * Motor Vehicle License Fee 
 Electric     * Restaurant Meal Tax 
 Gas      * Residential Sewer Charge 
 Telephone     * Residential Solid Waste 
* Amusement Tax      * Stormwater Fee  

 
 
In addition to the tax rates contained in this study, comparative statistical information and 

service indicators for the Hampton Roads Area have been included.  This information can be used 
as a reference while evaluating the different tax structures in our area. 


